
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     CONTACT: Jeff Neal 
Tuesday, May 14, 2002        202/224-6167 
 
U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE APPROVES PLAN TO 

EXPAND RI REFUGE COMPLEX 
Enables Purchase of High-Priority Lands Abutting RI Wildlife Refuges 

Fish &Wildlife Service/Nature Conservancy Thank Chafee for His Support 
 

WASHINGTON, DC – U.S. Senator Lincoln Chafee today announced that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) has approved a plan for the expansion of Rhode Island’s five national wildlife refuges -- Sachuest 
Point, Block Island, John H. Chafee at Pettaquamscutt Cove, Trustom Pond, and Ninigret -- through the purchase of 
a number of surrounding properties.   

 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) this morning approved the Rhode Island Refuge Complex Land 

Protection Plan (LPP) – a detailed strategy for the purchase of properties sited next to the state’s existing wildlife 
refuges.  Approval of the LPP will allow the FWS to actively pursue the purchase of these high priority properties 
for inclusion in the Rhode Island Refuge Complex.  The LPP is a critical component of a long-term strategy – the 
Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) -- for managing the Refuge Complex over the next 15 years. 

 
Senator Chafee, who repeatedly urged speedy approval of the conservation strategy for Rhode Island’s 

National Wildlife Refuges, said the FWS should move quickly to purchase threatened properties.  “This is an 
important step in our efforts to preserve Rhode Island’s natural resources by expanding the Refuge Complex.  
Hundreds of acres of Rhode Island’s priceless wildlife habitat are under siege from development and pollution.  
These plans will enable the Fish and Wildlife Service to better maintain our state’s five national wildlife refuges, 
while adding and preserving these extremely sensitive properties to the Rhode Island Refuge Complex.” 
 
 Mamie Parker, Northeast Regional Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, thanked Senator Chafee 
for his support.  "The approval to expand five national wildlife refuges in Rhode Island is a great step forward for 
resource protection.  We are thrilled with the support and cooperation from Senator Chafee, our conservation 
partners, and concerned citizens, who all understand and appreciate the importance of long-term protection and 
management of fish and wildlife resources." 
 

Terry Sullivan, State Director of The Nature Conservancy, praised Senator Chafee’s efforts to speed 
approval of the LPP.  "Senator Chafee deserves thanks from all Rhode Islanders who enjoy and want to protect the 
natural places that make the Ocean State so special.  In this instance, the Senator worked hard for approval of the 
Land Protection Plan by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, laying the groundwork for a stepped up effort to protect 
Rhode Island's wildlife resources.  The Nature Conservancy appreciates Senator Chafee's consistent support for the 
state's five National Wildlife Refuges." 

 
The LPP specifically identifies the FWS’s land acquisition and expansion priorities for the state’s five 

national wildlife refuges.  The LPP lists a number of properties that the FWS hopes to purchase and add to the 
Rhode Island Refuge Complex, including areas in Narragansett, Middletown, and New Shoreham. 
 

-- more – 
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Chafee Works to Approve Plans and Expand RI Refuges 
 
The lands bounding Rhode Island’s five national wildlife refuges are under increasing threat from nearby 

development, pollution and invasive species.  Despite the pressing need to preserve these properties by adding them 
to the Refuge Complex, land purchases by the FWS for the Rhode Island Refuge Complex were suspended, pending 
approval of the CCP and its component, the LPP.   

 
On February 8, 2002, Senator Chafee wrote to FWS Director Steven Williams to urge expeditious approval 

of the LPP.  “FWS is in the process of working with state and local partners on a number of critical land acquisition 
projects, and I am concerned that these contracts may be jeopardized if the LPP process remains stalled.  The longer 
the approval of the LPP is delayed, the greater the risk that valuable wildlife habitat will be lost to future 
development.” 
 
 On February 26, Chafee phoned Director Williams to emphasize his concerns, and to urge quick approval 
for the two plans. 
 
The Comprehensive Conservation Plan:  A Guide to the Future 
 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) is required by law to write comprehensive conservation plans 
for national wildlife refuges.  Every CCP is a practical guide for managing refuges and protecting wildlife habitat 
over the next 15 years.  

 
The Rhode Island CCP, which also received final approval today, features provisions that include 

renovation of the Sachuest Point Visitor Center, construction of a new center in Charlestown, and improvements in 
trails and wildlife-oriented recreation.  Additional components include opening the John H. Chafee National 
Wildlife Refuge to waterfowl hunting, consolidating a deer management plan for all five refuges in the Complex, 
and working with the residents of Block Island to develop a public use and resource protection strategy. 
 
Land Protection Plan:  Preserving More Open Space 
 

The CCP’s most important component – the Land Protection Plan -- identifies specific properties that the 
FWS believes have high natural resource values and warrant inclusion into the National Wildlife Refuge System.  
The Rhode Island Refuge Complex LPP identifies 2,700 acres of property that the FWS wishes to acquire, including 
areas in the towns of Narragansett, Middletown, and New Shoreham. 

 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  Senator Chafee’s letter to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and a description of 

targeted properties in Narragansett, Middletown and New Shoreham are attached. 
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